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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 
amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During a telephone 
conversation conducted on 1/26/05, Mr. Marquez has requested an extension of time for 2 
MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge Deposit Account No. 03-3975 the required fee 
of $450.00 for this extension and authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band of 
interest from a plurality of bands on an electrophoresis lane of a sample, the 
device comprising: 

a display unit for displaying an image of the plurality of bands 
established on the lane; 

a region setting unit for setting a region on the lane on a screen of the 
display unit; 

a band information displaying unit for displaying the number of bands 
in a selection candidate state relative to the region; 

a region altering unit for altering a cov e rag e siz e and a display size of 
the region and for altering band information including the number of bands in 
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the selection candidate state in response to the altered display size of the 
region ; 

a selection candidate displaying unit for displaying bands within the 
region in [[a]] the selection candidate state; and 

a band selecting unit for processing the bands in the selection 
candidate state to be in a selection state. 

2. (Currently Amended) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band 
according to claim 1, wherein the region setting unit sets the region on the 
lane by setting an input cursor of a pointing unit on the lane at the center, and 
the region altering unit alters the display size of the region in accordance with 
the press of a predetermined key of a keyboard. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band of 
interest from a plurality of bands on an electrophoresis lane of a sample, the 
device comprising: 

a display unit for displaying an image of the plurality of bands 
established on the lane; 

a region setting unit for setting a region on the lane on a screen of the 
display unit; 

a band information displaying unit for displaying the number of bands 
in a first selection candidate state relative to the region; 

a region altering unit for altering a display size of the region and for 
altering band information including the number of bands in the first selection 
candidate state in response to the altered display size of the region ; 

a selection candidate displaying unit for displaying one of the bands 
within the region[[,]] in a second selection candidate state; 
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a selection candidate display altering unit for altering the band in the 
second selection candidate state to a band immediately before or after the 
former band along the lane; and 

a band selecting unit for processing the band in the second selection 
candidate state to be in a selection state. 

5. (Currently Amended) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band 
according to claim 4, wherein the region setting unit sets the region on the 
lane based on a position of an input cursor of a pointing unit on the lane, the 
selection candidate displaying unit displays a band closest to the input cursor 
in the second selection candidate state, and the selection candidate display 
altering unit alters the band to be displayed in the second selection candidate 
state in accordance with the press of a predetermined key of a keyboard. 

6. (Currently Amended) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band 
according to claim 4, furth e r comprising a wherein the region altering unit fef 
alt e ring alters the display size of the region in accordance with the press of a 
predetermined key of the keyboard. 



7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for selecting an electrophoresis band of 
interest from a plurality of bands on an electrophoresis lane of a sample, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

setting a region on the lane based on an input cursor of a pointing unit 
placed on the display of the lane having a plurality of bands; 

displaying bands within the region in a selection candidate state; 

displaying band information including the number of bands in a 
selection candidate state relative to the region: 
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altering a cov e rag e siz e and a display size of the region in accordance 
with an key input of a predetermined key of a keyboard, as well as altering 
states of bands that became included in the region as the result of the size 
alteration from a normal state to the selection candidate state and states of 
bands that fell out from the region as the result of the size alteration from the 
selection candidate state to the normal state; 

altering the band information including the number of bands in the 
selection candidate state in response to altering the display size of the region; 
and 

displaying selected bands of the bands in the selection candidate state 
in a selection state in response to a selection input. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for selecting an electrophoresis band of 
interest from a plurality of bands on an electrophoresis lane of a sample, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

setting a region on the lane based on an input cursor of a pointing unit 
placed on the display of the lane having a plurality of bands; 

displaying band information including the number of bands in a first 
selection candidate state relative to the region: 

altering a display size of the region and altering band information 
including the number of bands in the first selection candidate state in response 
to altering the display size of the region: 

displaying a band within the region, which is closest to the input 
cursor, in a second selection candidate state; 

altering the band in the second selection candidate state to a band 
immediately before or after the former band along the lane in accordance with 
the press of a predetermined key of a keyboard; and 

processing the band in the second selection candidate state to be in a 
selection state. 
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10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Original) A device for selecting an electrophoresis band according to claim 5, 
furth e r comprising a wherein the region altering unit for alt e ring alters the 
display size of the region in accordance with the press of a predetermined key 
of the keyboard. 

12. (Cancelled) 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8, 9, and 1 1 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1, 4, 8, and 9, when considered as a whole, are allowable over the 
prior art of record. Specifically, prior art of record fail to clearly teach or fairly suggest altering 
the band information including the number of bands in the selection candidate state displayed 
relative to the region in response to the altered display size of the region. Dependent claims 2, 5, 
6, 1 1 further add limitations to the allowable subject matter of the respective independent claim, 
thus are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4138. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ba Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
AU2179 



1/26/05 



